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Come to fulfill your need!
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Indeed, all praise Is for Allah. We
praise Him, seek His assistance,
ask for His forgiveness, and repent
to Him. Whomever Allah guides,
no one can lead astray, and
whomever He leads astray, no one
can guide. | bear witness that
there Is no deity except Allah,
alone without any partners, and |
bear witness that Muhammad is
His servant and messenger.
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As for what follows: | advise
you and myself to have
Tagwa (piety) towards Allah,
as It brings forth goodness
and blessings, and it repels
calamities and destruction.
Allah says: "And If only the
people of the cities had
believed and feared Allah,
We would have opened
upon them blessings from
the heaven and the earth.”
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Worshippers of Allah: Indeed,
it Is the abode of mercy, the
place of blessings, and the
gathering where Allah Is
mentioned from above the
seven heavens. It is the
gatherings of remembrance.
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And the gatherings of remembrance
are the refuge of the righteous and
the pursuit of the honored angels.
The Prophet £ said, "Allah has
some angels who look for those
who are engaged in Dhikr
(remembrance of Allah). When
they find people remembering
Allah, they call out, Come to what
you are seeking!" and they
surround them with their wings
up to the sky of the world."
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In another narration, it Is said,
"So, when they pass by a
remembrance sitting, they
form layer upon layer, till

they reach the Throne of
Allah (SWT)".
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And In this Is a great honor for
the gatherings of
remembrance. Verily, the
angels search for them and
seek them out. When they
find such gatherings and
come across them, they
rejoice over this bounty. They
call out to one another,
"Come to what you are
seeking"!
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Then they joined that

gathering, and they

participated with its people,
and they enveloped those
sitting with their wings, until
the gathering was filled with
their presence. And this alone
IS an honor and a sign of

esteem.
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The Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) said: "A
group of people does not
gather to remember Allah,
except that the angels
surround them, mercy
covers them, tranquility
descends upon them, and
Allah mentions them to
those who are with Him".
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And the gatherings of
remembrance (dhikr) are beloved
by the Most Merciful, because
Allah loves remembrance and
praise. That's why it's mentioned in
a hadith: "Then their Lord will
ask them - though He Is most
knowing of them - "What do My
servants say?' The angels reply,
'They say: Subhan Allah, Allahu
Akbar, and Alham-du-Ii I-lah,
and Tamjid, (i.e., they were
declaring Your Perfectness,
praising, remembering the
Greatness and Majesty of
Allah)™.
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Ibn al-Qayyim said: "Verily,
Allah boasts to His angels
about those who engage In
remembrance (dhikr) of
Him. This is evidence of the
honor of remembrance in
His sight, His love for It,
and that it holds a unique
virtue among other deeds".
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Then Allah says to His angels:
"Have they seen Me?" They
say: "No, by Allah, they have
not seen You." Allah says:
"How would it be if they had
seen Me?" They reply: "If they
had seen You, they would
have been more devoted In
worship to You, more
glorifying and praising You,
and they would have
Increased in their glorification
of You".
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And In the hadith: The virtue
of faith in the unseen, and
that exertion In remembrance
IS proportional to the
strength of faith, and the
knowledge of the Most
Merciful. So, whoever is
more knowledgeable about
Allah 1s more fearful of Him.
And whoever loves Allah,
they mention Him more.
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The scholars have said:
"People of remembrance
(dhikr) are those who
engage In prayer,
supplication, recitation of
the Quran and Hadith,
studying knowledge, and
gathering for prayers in the
mosques”.
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And the gatherings of
remembrance (dhikr) are a
great gate for forgiveness,
entry into paradise, and
protection from the fires. For

iIndeed, Allah says to His
angels:
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"And what do they ask of
Me? They say: They ask of
You Your Paradise. He
says, 'Have they seen 1t?'
They say, 'No, by Allah, O
Lord, they have not seen it!’
He says, 'And how [would it
be] if they had seen it?"
They say, 'If they had seen
It, they would be even more
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eager for it, and would seek
It with greater zeal and
would have greater desire
for it." He says, 'And from
what do they seek refuge?’
They say, 'From the Fire.’
He says, 'And have they
seen It?' They say, 'No, by
Allah, O Lord.' He says,
'And how [would it be] if
they had seen it?' They say,
'If they had seen it, they
would have been more
fearful of it and more eager
to escape from it.' He says,
'So | make you withesses
that | have forgiven them™!
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And whoever seeks comfort,
happiness, and salvation from
worries and distress, let them
distance themselves from
gatherings of heedlessness
and draw closer to gatherings
of knowledge and
mindfulness. In a narration,
It's mentioned that an angel
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among the angels says,
'Among them Is so-and-so
who Is not of them; he only
came for aworldly need.’
Allah says, 'They are the
sitting ones whose
companionship does not
cause their companions to

be miserable".
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Ion Hajar said, "In this
statement, there is an
exaggeration in negating
misery from the companions
of those who engage In
remembrance of Allah. And
that their companionship
iIncludes them in all that
Allah bestows upon them.
Even if they do not share
with them in the essence of
the remembrance”.
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And those who find pleasure,
they do not delight in anything
like the remembrance of Allah.
And Iif there were no reward for
remembrance except the
pleasure gained by the one
remembering and the bliss that
comes to their heart, it would
suffice. Remembrance is for
the righteous: it is the paradise
of the world before the
paradise of the hereatfter.




21

uahJ'b )SJ]\ UJ\A.A LYV \J.gjj
ua\.ua eAJJA \J\) g_uA;J\ GAS ‘10"4.?;3‘
Oaly L) uu (n ) cmy
21 &) (ala) 1 (vms
And for this reason, gatherings
of remembrance of Allah were
named "The Gardens of
Paradise". In a hadith: "When
you pass by the Gardens of
Paradise, then dwell In
them." They asked: "What
are the Gardens of
Paradise?" He replied: "The
circles of remembrance”.
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And from the benefits of this
hadith is the encouragement to be
in the company of the righteous,
the patience required for that, and
the fact that whoever leaves
gatherings of heedlessness and
disobedience for gatherings of
remembrance and faith, Allah
compensates them with inner
happiness and mental tranquility.
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"(And be patient with those
who call upon their Lord In
the morning and the evening,
seeking His countenance.
And let not your eyes pass
beyond them, desiring
adornments of the worldly
life, and do not obey one
whose heart We have made
heedless of Our
remembrance and who
follows his desire and whose
affair 1s ever [in] neglect.)"
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Praise be to Allah for His
kindness, and thanks to Him
for His guidance and
blessings. | bear withess that
there is no god but Allah, and
Muhammad iIs His servant
and messenger.
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Worshippers of Allah: whoever finds
In himself heedlessness and
hardness of heart, let him carry it to
the gatherings of remembrance.
These gatherings are the stations of
faith and a means to draw closer to
the Most Merciful. The companions
used to eagerly sit in the circles of
remembrance, and they would call it
Imaan 'faith." As Mu'adh said to a
man, 'Sit with us so we may have
faith for an hour,' meaning, let's
remember Allah".
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Ibn al-Qayyim said, "The
gatherings of remembrance
are the gatherings of
angels, and the gatherings
of heedlessness are the
gatherings of devils. So let
the servant choose which
of the two Is more
appealing to them, for they
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will be with their choice in
this world and the
Hereafter. The one engaged
In remembrance finds
happiness in it, and their
companion finds happiness
In them. The heedless one
suffers from their
heedlessness, and their
companion shares in their
suffering™.
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