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And you are superior
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After this, | advise you and myself to observe the
Taqgwa of Allah, as it is a means of forgiveness and
the love of the Most Merciful. 'Indeed, Allah loves
those who are mindful [of HIm]."™ (Quran, 9:4)
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O Muslims! Allah gives glad tidings to His bellevmg
servants of elevation and empowerment as long as
they steadfastly hold onto faith and certainty. Allah
says, 'So do not weaken and do not grieve, and
you will be superior if you are [true] believers.'
(Quran, 3:139) Some interpreters mention that 'you
will be superior' means that you will have a
higher status because your struggle is for the
sake of Allah, while their struggle is for the sake
of Satan. Also, because your killing results in
entering Paradise, while their killing results in
entering the Fire. Moreover, you hope for things
from Allah that they do not hope for. Therefore,
whoever is a believer is indeed superior, as
indicated by the clear verses of the Quran”.
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And the Muslims are the highest among nations in
creed, law, purpose, and goal. Allah says, 'You are
the best nation produced [as an example] for
mankind.' (Quran, 3:110)"
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The Muslims are superior in strength and
steadfastness because they have the strength and
support of Allah. Allah says, 'And you are
superior, and Allah is with you.' (Quran, 47:35)"
Al-Tabari commented, "Meaning, you are the
ultimate victors in the end, even if they may
overcome you in some instances or dominate
you in some battles".
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Islam rises and is not surpassed. Therefore, anyone
with intellect and fairness must choose Islam over
other religions. Allah says, 'It is He who has sent
His Messenger with guidance and the religion of
truth to manifest it over all religion.' (Quran,
9:33)" Al-Saadi said, "Meaning, to elevate it above
all other religions through argument, proof,
sword, and spear. As for those who merely
affiliate themselves with Islam, if they uphold it,
they will inevitably manifest it to the followers of
other religions. However, if they neglect and are
content with mere affiliation, it will not benefit
them, and their neglect will become the cause
for the enemies to prevail over them.".
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And whoever humbles themselves for the truth and
does not arrogate themselves over others, Allah
elevates their status and raises their rank." The
Prophet Muhammad # said, "No one humbles
themselves for the sake of Allah except that
Allah raises their status”.
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The word of monotheism, in knowledge and
practice, elevates its adherent and rescues them
from falling into the pit of disbelief. Allah says, 'And
He has made the word of those who disbelieve
the lowest, while the word of Allah, that is the
highest.' (Quran, 9:40)" Al-Shawkani commented,
"The word of Allah' refers to the word of
monotheism and the call to Islam”.
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Afterwards, when a person forsakes the foundations
of faith and deviates from the natural disposition of
the Most Merciful, they descend into humiliation and
degradation. Allah says, 'We have certainly
created man in the best of stature; then We
return him to the lowest of the low, except for
those who believe and do righteous deeds.'
(Quran, 95:4-6)"
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Whoever seeks superiority through disobedience to
Allah, it only increases them in degradation. When
Pharaoh exalted himself in the land, Allah seized
him with the easiest and gentlest means of His
creations. Allah says, 'And Pharaoh called out
among his people; he said, "O my people, does
not the kingdom of Egypt belong to me, and
these rivers flowing beneath me?™ (Quran,
43:51). Ibn Uthaymeen commented, 'So Allah
drowned him in the water with which he used to
boast.' 'That home of the Hereafter We assign to
those who do not desire exaltedness upon the
earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is
for the righteous.' (Quran, 28:83)".
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