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he arriving guest!
(The month of Ramadan)
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O Muslims, fear Allah as He should be feared, and
watch over your actions in secret and in public, and
know that your bodies are not immune from the fire!
Allah said: 'O you who have believed, fear Allah.
And let every soul look to what it has put forth
for tomorrow.’
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Servants of Allah, it's a limited time, and we are
visited by a guest whose arrival we have long
awaited, and whose blessings and virtues are
numerous; It is the great university that grants the
degree of Taqwa, piety - it is the month of
Ramadan! Allah says: 'Prescribed for you is
fasting as it was prescribed for those before
you, that you may become righteous.'
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The month of Ramadan is a guest, welcomed only
by the noble ones! Among the hospitality for this
guest is planning to receive it, preparing to make
the most of it, and utilizing its moments wisely.
Many of us plan for our worldly affairs, while few
plan for their Hereafter! 'But the Hereafter is
better and more enduring'.
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And the joy of the arrival of Ramadan is a joy for the
grace of Allah and reverence for His rituals! 'Say,
'In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy - in that
let them rejoice; it is better than what they
accumulate’'.
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The Prophet # used to give glad tidings to his
companions, saying: 'Ramadan, a blessed month,
has come to you.' Some of the early Muslims said:
'It is appropriate for people when Ramadan
approaches to rejoice and be glad, to ask Allah
to let them reach it, and to search for its
crescent - the actions of one who eagerly
anticipates the arrival of a noble, absent guest".
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And among the preparations for Ramadan is
supplicating for its arrival. Ibn Rajab said:
'‘Reaching the month of Ramadan is a great
blessing. Whoever is granted mercy during it is
indeed the blessed one, and whoever is
deprived of its goodness is indeed the deprived
one. And whoever does not prepare for his
meeting with it is indeed blameworthy'.
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And some of the righteous used to supplicate to
Allah for six months to reach Ramadan. And among
their supplications was: 'O Allah, allow me to
reach Ramadan, and allow Ramadan to reach
me, and accept it from me".
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And whoever honors Ramadan, Ramadan will
honor them and take them by the hand to Paradise.
For indeed, two men embraced Islam with the
Prophet £, and one of them was martyred while the
other survived for a year longer. Talhah ibn
Ubaydullah said: 'l saw Paradise in a dream, and |
saw the one who survived being admitted
before the martyr. So, | mentioned this to the
Prophet £, and he said: 'Didn't he fast Ramadan
after him'?
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And Ramadan is the leader of the months and has
come for the rectification of the heart, as it is the
leader of all bodily parts. The Prophet £ said:
'Fasting the month of patience - meaning
Ramadan - and three days of each month expel
the heat from the heart.' Meaning, they remove its
grudges and animosities, and whatever darkness
and hardness that settles in the heart, so no enmity
or anger remains therein!
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Preparation for Ramadan is through nourishing the
souls, not through fattening the bodies or
accumulating food and drink, as if we are approaching
a month of famine, not a season of obedience!
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Ramadan has indeed come to cleanse your heart
and deeds from the filth of sins, and to grant you a
pure white page, renewing your life and faith. Itis a
rare opportunity and a cool prize. So, what a loss
for those who waste it! The Prophet £ said: ‘May he
be humiliated, the one who witnesses Ramadan
and yet is not forgiven.’ | said, ‘"Ameen.’
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And Ramadan is an opportunity to abstain from
disobedience and to prevail over Satan, as he is
weakest during Ramadan. The Prophet % said:
'‘When Ramadan begins, the gates of Paradise
are opened, the gates of Hell are closed, and the
devils are chained.' In another narration, it is said:
‘The devils are restrained".
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When the jinn's devils are restrained, the human
devils - acting on their behalf - rise to corrupt the
atmosphere of the blessed month and steal its
blessings. They are indeed the thieves of Ramadan,
so beware of them! Allah says: 'And Allah wants
to accept your repentance, but those who follow
[their] passions want you to digress [into] a
great deviation'.
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The fasting of Ramadan disciplines human desires
and strengthens the resistance to temptations of
faith. Therefore, do not let the Dunia enslave it, nor
let desires captivate it! The scholars said: 'The free
one is the one who has disciplined his desires
and his self, so they submit to him, humble
themselves before him, and come under his
authority and judgment. Fasting was legislated
to break the desires of the souls and cut off the
causes of worshiping other than Allah. Fasting
begets freedom!
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The easiest fasting is abstaining from food; so when
you fast, let your hearing, sight, and tongue also
fast from the forbidden. Just as food spoils the fast,
so do sins spoil its fruit! The Prophet £ said: There
are people who fast and get nothing from their
fast except hunger and thirst'.

a5l 5 siall 5 A3) 356808 e 8D (K e 2805 o d A AR5 3R 158 58

NV mm\jmj;‘;sd)m\j Gl e b Aaad)
dy;j“ A u\j )
@La\ Sya el 38 Olary) Claid cg_u).ﬁ\ 28 A GIASS a.l@ﬁ -223 LA\
O <) dan ) Al ) i a) %dul\mum&uuhc«_w@
(odmw;MwL@aM‘MquMA&
O Muslims, these are the breezes of Allah
approaching, and the breaths of faith have arrived.
Whoever experiences even a single breeze from
them will never be unhappy thereafter! The Prophet
% said: 'EXxpose yourselves to the breezes of
Allah's mercy, for Allah has breezes of His
mercy, by which He touches whom He wills of
His servants'.
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So here is Ramadan, arriving to you as a visitor.
Honor your guest, make the most of your month,
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and hasten towards your Lord. For it is a short
month, not tolerant of negligence, and its arrival is
transient, not accepting of delay! And whenever you
feel lazy, remember what Allah said, it is 'a limited
number of days
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Ramadan is a guest who arrives swiftly. Therefore,
strive in it with diligence and action. Ibn Rajab said:
‘How many are those who hoped to fast this
month, but their hope betrayed them, and thus
they found themselves before it in the darkness
of the grave'l
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