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(4) http://lwww.princeton.edu/main/academics.

(5) http://www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/organismic-and

evolutionary -biology.
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... see in modern Darwinism the most successful expiation of

the relevant facts. [Popper,1957 , p.106; emphassided

There exists no law of evolution, only the historal fact that plants
and animals change, or more precisely, that they k& changed.
[Popper, 1963b, p. 340; emphasis added]

| have always been extremely interested in the thepof evolution
and very ready to accept evolution as a fact. [Pogp, 1976, p. 167;
emphasis added]

The Mendelian underpinning of modern Darwinism hasbeen well
tested and so has the theory of evolution which saythat all
terrestrial life has evolved from a few primitive uwicellular
organisms, possibly even from one single organisiiRopper, 1978, p.

(1) Undergraduate teaching — Department of Plant Scieres

www.plantsci.cam.ac.uk.
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page 11 - | have come to the conclusion that Darwism is not a
testable scientific theory, but a metaphysical resech programme—
a possible framework for testable scientific theoss. [Popper, 1976,
p. 168] It is clear that here Darwinism means natual selection, not
evolution. Popper states this explicitly earlier inthe same work:...
because | intend to argue that the theory of naturaselection is not a
testable scientific theory, but a metaphysical resech programme;...
[Popper, 1976, p. 151] There are two points to be ade here: First,
natural selection being untestable is not the sames evolution being
untestable. Evolution, to the creationist, is any ypothesis about
origins. Astrophysical theories about stellar evoltion or the "Big
Bang" cosmology or scientific geology or, for thatmatter, many
facets of biological evolution are not based upon d@winian natural
selection. Second, Popper later admitted that he wwavrong! The fact
that the theory of natural selection is difficult © test has led some
people, anti-Darwinists and even some great Darwisis, to claim
that it is a tautology.... | mention this problem lecause | too belong
among the culprits. Influenced by what these authaties say, | have
in the past described the theory as "almost tautolgical,” and | have
tried to explain how the theory of natural selectio could be
untestable (as is a tautology) and yet of great sxtitific interest. My
solution was that the doctrine of natural selections a most successful
metaphysical research programme.... [Popper, 197®,. 344] | have
changed my mind about the testability and logical tatus of the
theory of natural selection; and | am glad to havean opportunity to
make a recantation.... [p. 345] The theory of natwal selection may be
so formulated that it is far from tautological. In this case it is not

(1) http://ncse.com/cej/6/2/what-did-karl-popper-really-say-evolution.
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only testable, but it turns out to be not strictly universally true.
There seem to be exceptions, as with so many bioicej theories; and
considering the random character of the variationson which natural
selection operates, the occurrence of exceptionsnist surprising.
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(1) Karl Popper, “Darwinism as a Metaphysical ResearctProgramme”

Methodology and Science, p.103-119
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http://www.livescience.com/6004-legged-creature-faarints-force-
evolution-rethink.html

Four-legged Creature's Footprints Force Evolution Rethink
www.livescience.com

Fossil footprints suggest four-legged creatures weraround much
earlier than thought.
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U.S.S.R.: 20 million deaths
China: 65 million deaths
Vietnam: 1 million deaths
North Korea: 2 million deaths
Cambodia: 2 million deaths
Eastern Europe: 1 million deaths
Latin America: 150,000 deaths
Africa: 1.7 million deaths
Afghanistan: 1.5 million deaths

The international Communist movement and Communistparties
not in power: about 10,000 deaths

The total approaches 100 million people killed
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Source: Stéphane Courtois, Nicolas Werth, Jean-Losi Panné,
Andrzej Paczkowski, Karel Bartosek, Jean-Louis Marglin, The

Black Book of Communism, Harvard University Press, 1999, p. g
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