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the End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason. QD)
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To fill a world with religion, or religions of the Abrahamic kind, is like littering the streets with loaded guns. (€3]
Do not be surprised if they are used.

Religion’s misguided missiles.
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John Lennon-Imagine. (\)

Imagine there’s no Heaven, It’s easy if you try, No hell below us, Above us only sky, Imagine all the peo-  (Y)
ple,Living for today, Imagine there’s no countries, It isn’t hard to do, Nothing to kill or die for, and no reli-
gion too, Imagine all the people, Living life in peace.

XTC-Dear God.  (Y)

Nine Inch Nails-Terrible Lie. ~ (¢)
Bad Religion-God’s Love.  (¢)

I Ain’t Afraid-Holly Near. (1)

I ain’t afraid of your Yahweh, I ain’t afraid of your Allah, I ain’t afraid of your Jesus, I'm afraid of what (V)
you do in the name of your god.
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AAI has a number of membership options, depending on your ability and interest level of support. Choose the one that works best for you!

Monthly Supporter Options (Aufo-Renewing, Paypal account required).
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Investing Infidel  Level 1 : $150.00 USD - monthly [-]
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Science flies you to the Moon.

“Worship Me or | Will Torture You
ver. Have a Nice Day!” - God.
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Answering the New Atheism 1. V)

How religion poisons everything. Q)
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(As I write these words and as you read them, people of faith are in their different ways planning your and ~ (Y)
my destruction, and the destruction of all the hardwon human attainments that I have touched upon. Reli-
gion poisons everything). God is not great 13.

(There are, indeed, several ways in which religion is not just amoral, but positively immoral). God is not (€3
great 205.
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(However, for every one of these grand tragedies there are ten thousands acts of personal kindness and so- (V)
cial good that go unreported... Religion, like all social institutions of such historical depth and cultural im-

pact, cannot be reduced to an unambiguous good or evil). How We Believe: Science, Skepticism, and the
Search for God 71.

(I really, really would like to see religion go away altogether). INTERVIEW: RICHARD DAWKINS  (Y)
KEEPS MAKING NEW ENEMIES.

(If T could wave a magic wand and get rid of either rape or religion, I would not hesitate to get rid of reli-  (Y)
gion) the temple of reason, the SUN magazine.

(Some propositions are so dangerous that it may even be ethical to kill people for believing them). (&)
The End of Faith 52.
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(HOW "MODERATION’ IN FAITH FOSTERS FANATICISM) the God delusion 301. ()

(It is time that scientists and other public intellectuals observe that the contest between faith and reason is (Y)
zero-sum. There is no question but that nominally religious scientists like Francis Collins and Kenneth R.

Miller are doing lasting harm to our discourse by the accommodations they have made to religious irration-

ality). The Politics of Ignorance.

(Monday must be Pick On Francis Collins Day). :Jlas il (V)
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(Slaughter of the Dissidents.. the Shocking Truth About Killing the Careers Of Darwin Doubters). Q)]

(It is merely an accident of history that it is considered normal in our society to believe that the Creator of Q)
the universe can hear your thoughts while it is demonstrative of mental illness to believe that he is commu-
nicating with you by having the rain tap in Morse code on your bedroom window). The End of Faith 72.
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The Right to Offend. V)

Reason Rally 2012. Q)
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(I return from Oxford enthusiastic for argument. I immediately begin trying out Dawkins’ appeal in polite (V)
company. At dinner parties or over drinks, I ask people to declare themselves). "Who here is an atheist?" I

ask.

Usually, the first response is silence, accompanied by glances all around in the hope that somebody else will

speak first. Then, after a moment, somebody does, almost always a man, almost always with a defiant smile

and a tone of enthusiasm. He says happily, "I am"!

But it is the next comment that is telling. Somebody turns to him and says: "You would be".
Why?

Because you enjoy pissing people off.

Well, that’s true.

The Church of the Non-Believers.
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http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/andrewbrown/2010/feb/25/atheism-dawkins-meltdown-comments. ()

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/7322177/Richard-Dawkins-in-bitter-web-censorship-row-with-fel- (Y)
low-atheists.html.

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/an-ungodly-row-dawkins-sues-his-disciple-2115632.html. )
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- Jesus Is Lard: Smelly, Corrupt, and Bad For You

- Does God Get Diarrhea?: Flushing 4000 Years Of Lies, Myths, And
Fairy Tales Down The Toilet

- God Hates you, Hate Him Back
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(Why is everyone surprised that these debates all end the same way. Why, why would we expect something (Q))
better from the religionists? I'm beginning to believe the best we can do is to just shout at them, "you’re stu-

pid, you’re idiots, you’re morons!!" It is probably as effective as using reason and logic. Reason and logic

are anathema to these people. I'm going to yell at them).

http://old.richarddawkins.net/audio/1707-debate-between-richard-dawkins-and-john-lennox

Bill Maher.  (Y)
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Agnostic.  (Y)

Humanist. (&)

Naturalists.  (0)
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(Despite my dislike of gladiatorial contests, I seem somehow to have acquired a reputation for pugnacity to- QY
= wards religion.Colleagues who agree that there is no God, who agree that we do not need religion to be
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=moral, and agree that we can explain the roots of religion and of morality in non-religious terms, neverthe-
less come back at me in gentle puzzlement. Why are you so hostile? What is actually wrong with religion?
Does it really do so much harm that we should actively fight against it? Why not live and let live, as one
does with Taurus and Scorpio, crystal energy and ley lines? Isn’t it all just harmless nonsense?) the God de-
lusion 281.

Matthew Nisbet Weighs.
Two Images of Atheism: Hate versus Community.

(Atheists have a major image problem. There’s a reason that when people ask me what I believe I have to
say with a smile: "I'm an atheist... but a friendly atheist." For sure, atheists for a long time have been un-
fairly stereotyped in the mainstream media and in popular culture. But we also have a lot of lousy self-pro-
claimed spokespeople who do damage to our public image. They’re usually angry, grumpy, uncharismatic
male loners with a passion for attacking and ridiculing religious believers. Any fellow atheist who disagrees
with their Don Imus rhetoric, they label as appeasers... These "new atheists" are the dark under belly of
atheism. In books, blogs, and public statements, they sell us ideological porn, sophomoric rants that feed
our dark sides and reinforce our own unfair stereotypes about the "other," i.e. the religious).
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(Fundamentalism is another problem. I mean, Dawkins in a way is almost a fundamentalist himself, of an-  (Y)
other kind). Peter Higgs criticises Richard Dawkins over anti-religious ’fundamentalism’.

(I think that you and Richard [Dawkins] are absolute disasters in the fight against intelligent design-we are  (Y)
losing this battle, not the least of which is the two new supreme court justices who are certainly going to

vote to let it into classrooms-what we need is not knee-jerk atheism but serious grappling with the issues-
neither of you are willing to study Christianity seriously and to engage with the ideas-it is just plain silly

and grotesquely immoral to claim that Christianity is simply a force for evil, as Richard claims-more than

this, we are in a fight, and we need to make allies in the fight, not simply alienate everyone of good will).
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(Unlike the new atheists, I take scholarship seriously. I have written that The God Delusion made me ()
ashamed to be an atheist and I meant it. Trying to understand how God could need no cause, Christians

claim that God exists necessarily. I have taken the effort to try to understand what that means. Dawkins

and company are ignorant of such claims and positively contemptuous of those who even try to understand

them, let alone believe them. Thus, like a first-year undergraduate, he can happily go around asking loudly,
"What caused God?" as though he had made some momentous philosophical discovery). Dawkins et al

bring us into disrepute.

uﬁxj\kjbbwf))ﬁw ;UJJA (V)
(I have written elsewhere that The God Delusion makes me ashamed to be an atheist. Let me say that  (Y)
again. Let me say also that I am proud to be the focus of the invective of the new atheists. They are a
bloody disaster and I want to be on the front line of those who say so). Why I Think the New Atheists are
a Bloody Disaster.

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/02/us/02beliefs.html? r=0 (&)

The true Unbeliever.  (0)
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(Militant atheism is often truncated and narrow-minded... it is not concerned with the humanist values that ()
ought to accompany the rejection of theism. The New Atheists, in my view, have made an important contri-
bution to the contemporary cultural scene because they have opened religious claims to public examina-
tion...What I object to are the militant atheists who are narrow-minded about religious persons and will

have nothing to do with agnostics, skeptics, or those who are indifferent to religion, dismissing them as cow-

ardly).

(I do not criticize Sam Harris, or those he identifies with, for wanting to rid the world of dogmatically-held ~ (Y)
beliefs that are vapid, barbarous, anachronistic and wrong. I object to their manner of combating such be-

liefs, which is often scientifically baseless, psychologically uninformed, politically naJve, and counterproduc-

tive for goals we share). http://www.edge.org/discourse/bb.html#atran2

Please be quiet, Richard Dawkins, I'm begging, as a fan. )

(I really don’t want to write this piece. I have long worshipped Richard Dawkins and sort of wish I'd never ~ (&)
started following him on Twitter because it’s ruining all my happy memories of The Blind Watchmaker).

ov
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(One of Dawkins’s aims is to overturn the convention of respect toward religion that belongs to the eti- ()
quette of modern civilization. He does this by persistently violating the convention, and being as offensive

as possible, and pointing with gleeful outrage at absurd or destructive religious beliefs and practices). The

Fear of Religion.

(Despite my admiration for much of Dawkins’s work, I'm afraid that 'm among those scientists who must ~ (Y)
part company with him here. Indeed, The God Delusion seems to me badly flawed. Though I once labeled
Dawkins a professional atheist, I'm forced, after reading his new book, to conclude he’s actually more an
amateur. I don’t pretend to know whether there’s more to the world than meets the eye and, for all T know,
Dawkins’s general conclusion is right. But his book makes a far from convincing case.

(The most disappointing feature of The God Delusion is Dawkins’s failure to engage religious thought in

any serious way. This is, obviously, an odd thing to say about a book-length investigation into God). A
Mission to Convert.

(The result is The God Delusion, a book that never squarely faces its opponents. You will find no serious )
examination of Christian or Jewish theology in Dawkins’s book). A Mission to Convert.
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(As a senior atheist scientific colleague at Oxford said to me afterward, "Don’t judge the rest of us by this (1))
pseudointellectual drivel"). the Dawkins Delusion 51.

= (My Friends, I must ask you an important question today: Where do you stand on God? It’s a question Q)

o4
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=you may prefer not to be asked. But I'm afraid I have no choice. We find ourselves, this very autumn, three
and a half centuries after the intellectual martyrdom of Galileo, caught up in a struggle of ultimate impor-
tance, when each one of us must make a commitment). It is time to declare our position.
This is the challenge posed by the New Atheists. We are called upon, we lax agnostics, we noncommittal
nonbelievers, we vague deists who would be embarrassed to defend antique absurdities like the Virgin Birth
or the notion that Mary rose into heaven without dying, or any other blatant myth; we are called out, we
fence-sitters, and told to help exorcise this debilitating curse: the curse of faith.
(The New Atheists will not let us off the hook simply because we are not doctrinaire believers. They con-
demn not just belief in God but respect for belief in God. Religion is not only wrong; it’s evil. Now that the
battle has been joined, there’s no excuse for shirking). The Church of the Non-Believers.

oo sleel Olsadl s C.’E) of ks alsds 5 4l A3y (The New Atheist Movement is destructive (1)
(I have been burned as a heretic by many of the commenters at richarddawkins.net, who call me variously a )

flea, a fool and a pompous air bag. And that’s only reading down to comment 11 of 83 at the time of writ-
ing).
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God is not Great 47.  (Y)

(why God won’t go away) 21. LS sl (Y)
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(In no real as opposed to nominal sense, then, was he a Christian). )

God is not great 176.
M\waj(ﬁb&)cn‘\);ww ()
(Not a single member of either house of Congress admits to being an atheist. It just doesn’t add up. Either ~ (Y)

they’re stupid, or they’re lying. And have they got a motive for lying? Of course they’ve got a motive!
Everybody knows that an atheist can’t get elected). The Church of the Non-Believers.

God is not great 243. (&)
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why God won’t go away 52. ()
Vo Y s (0

(I do not believe there is an atheist in the world who would bulldoze Mecca-or Chartres, York Minster or ()
Notre Dame, the ShweDagon, the temples of Kyoto or, of course, the Buddhas of Bamiyan). The God De-
lusion 249.

(this house believes religion has no place in the 21st century). O\j& [GIC uﬁﬁf:ﬂ d\“‘ 839 90 Ay (&)
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Why God won’t go away 49.  (Y)
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(On the strength of Fitna alone I salute you as a man of courage, who has the balls to stand up to a mon- )
strous enemy).

(It is time we admitted that we are not at war with "terrorism." We are at war with Islam). Mired in a reli-  (¢)
gious war.
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(It is time we admitted that we are not at war with "terrorism"; we are at war with precisely the vision of ()
life that is prescribed to all Muslims in the Koran. This is not to say that we are at war with all Muslims,

but we are absolutely at war with millions more than have any direct affiliation with Al Qaeda). Bombing

Our Illusions.

(Unless liberals realize that there are tens of millions of people in the Muslim world who are far scarier than ~ (Y)
Dick Cheney, they will be unable to protect civilization from its genuine enemies). The End of Liberalism?

A0 o Lz Al AL, (M)

(Islam, more than any other religion human beings have devised, has all the makings of a thoroughgoing (&)
cult of death). End of faith 123.

(We should profile Muslims, or anyone who looks like he or she could conceivably be Muslim, and we ~ (0)
should be honest about it). In Defense of Profiling.

Yo oYl Bl (D

\A



SVl Jadll 3555 e S O Bl sall el OF Sy o
AT s ptna g S 0B ralead) o (eilSle Gos ity s
058101 1 ot Lol (350l 5T 1 madl BLdl Ol o3y dlin oo
ol A Il Ll oS 01 as Lag] tdlig S Sl 1 L
2 S O o ol L] Ws 6T 3 1 dsa 5T Sl 23Ldall
T Sl iyl L eddls Sl apad] )w}wuuyrgmi
Sl OG Jigdl s ade - b 5 5]l A R URSR ] A

YML«LMQ)Q ol J,ae\ STEYYR)

I Lol gy e Ul sds (3) 1 w)ls el Jsdns
OBY copadl pgn o JolSS Ope i ciusadl B agis el
POl o bl vl

ALl asD) eVl sl i ek e WSS 1S5 ks
Sy b Bake 5100 500 ool Leslpd (B s O (S Lew dul SV
Iy (o 34 I o JWU s lendd) Loy oo JSCA1 s
il QLN B e 3 5l ddaw o o5 ¢ Cpadanedd s Sl
o) o) (e B el el Gl il i ) i)
S S5 ESS BTN b Sl e BT sde ) ) redenad)
%;53-0-..—55-971)-"1 | s

Richard Dawkins ¥ Follow
@RichardDawkins .
sdo el edea L (( daw g1 O 2]
All the world's Muslims have fewer Nobel Prizes than o= ° ( )"S oS JJJ
Trinity College, Cambridge. They did great things in the . . .
Middle Ages, though. ¢S, el e 2 LS
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(We are now in the 21st century: all books, including the Koran, should be fair game for flushing down the (1)
toilet without fear of violent reprisal).
Bombing Our Illusions.

(At this point in their history, give most Muslims the freedom to vote, and they will freely vote to tear out  (Y)
their political freedoms by the root). The end of faith 132.

(One of the unhappiest spectacles to be seen on our streets today is the image of a woman swathed in shape- (Y
less black from head to toe, peering out at the world through a tiny slit). the God delusion 362.
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(Saudi Arabia under the Saudi princes, where women cannot drive, and are in trouble if they even leave Q)]
their homes without a male relative (who may, as a generous concession, be a small male child)). the God
delusion 302.

God is not Great 123. (Y)

(victims of rape who are beaten, imprisoned, or even killed as "adulteresses" throughout the Muslim world) )
RESPONSE TO CONTROVERSY.
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(Here is a society where rape is not a crime. It is a punishment. Women can be sentenced to be raped, by )
tribal and religious kangaroo courts). From Abbottabad to Worse

(The reason why all those women were raped in the Bosnian conflict was that it was so stigmatising in the  (Y)
Muslim community to be raped, that you were essentially ruining the community from within by recourse
to its own taboos). Science Fatwah? Part 2: Sam Harris, an interview by Stephen Crittenden.

RESPONSE TO CONTROVERSY. )
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(As much as I tend to agree with the neo-atheists philosophically, I worry a bit about the quasi-evangelical QD)
fervor of many of their "followers." OId tendencies die hard (if at all), and 1 think many of those who’ve
abandoned monotheistic religions for atheism are still inclined to treat their intellectual heroes like cult fig-

ures. I suppose this could be the inevitable first stage of any transformation of values, but the herd instinct

in action always sends a shiver down my spine).
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(This sounds terrific-right up until you give it a moment’s thought. What are these ultimate questions in whose Q)]
presence religion is an honoured guest and science must respectfully slink away). The God Delusion 55.
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(I simply do not believe that Gould could possibly have meant much of what he wrote in Rocks of Ages. )

As 1 say, we have all been guilty of bending over backwards to be nice to an unworthy but powerful oppo-
nent, and I can only think that this is what Gould was doing). The God Delusion 57.
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(It is absolutely safe to say that if you meet somebody who claims not to believe in evolution, that person is Q)
ignorant, stupid or insane (or wicked, but I'd rather not consider that)). Ignorance is No Crime.

(This book will advocate an alternative view: any creative intelligence, of sufficient complexity to design any- (Y)
thing, comes into existence only as the end product of an extended process of gradual evolution). The God
delusion 31.
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(Interviewer: "But was there not, in his mind, a tiny possibility that one of these future physicists could dis- ()
cover God in one of these dimensions?

Dawkins: "Well, I'm convinced that future physicists will discover something at least as wonderful as any
god you could ever imagine.

Interviewer: Why not call it God?

Dawkins: "I don’t think it’s helpful to call it God.

Interviewer: OK, but what would "it" be like?

Dawkins: "I think it’ll be something wonderful and amazing and something difficult to understand. I think
that all theological conceptions will be seen as parochial and petty by comparison.

Interviewer: He can even see how "design" by some gigantic intelligence might come into it.

Dawkins: "But that gigantic intelligence itself would need an explanation. It’s not enough to call it God, it
would need some sort of explanation such as evolution. Maybe it evolved in another universe and created
some computer simulation that we are all a part of. These are all science-fiction suggestions but I am trying
to overcome the limitations of the 21st-century mind. It’s going to be grander and bigger and more beautiful
and more wonderful and it’s going to put theology to shame." God in other words, Ruth Gledhill, Religion
Correspondent, The Times, May 10, 2007.
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(WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE IS TRUE EVEN THOUGH YOU CANNOT PROVE IT? Q)
Richard Dawkins: Well, my response was about Darwinism, which is my own field. Darwinism is the expla-

nation for life on this planet, but I believe that all intelligence, all creativity, and all design anywhere in the
universe is the direct or indirect product of Darwinian natural selection. It follows that design comes late in

the universe, after a period of Darwinian evolution. Design cannot precede evolution and therefore cannot
underlie the universe).

http://www.edge.org/edgenews/question/2005
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(Darwin may be triumphant at the end of the twentieth century, but we must acknowledge the possibility )
that new facts may come to light which will force our successors of the twenty-first century to abandon Dar-
winism or modify it beyond recognition). A Devil’s Chaplain 81.
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(We each exist for but a short time, and in that time explore but a small part of the whole universe. But hu- (Q))
mans are a curious species. We wonder, we seek answers. Living in this vast world that is by turns kind and
cruel, and gazing at the immense heavens above, people have always asked a multitude of questions: How
can we understand the world in which we find ourselves? How does the universe behave? What is the nature
of reality? Where did all this come from? Did the universe need a creator? Most of us do not spend most of
our time worrying about these questions, but almost all of us worry about them some of the time).
(Traditionally these are questions for philosophy, but philosophy is dead. Philosophy has not kept up with
modern developments in science, particularly physics. Scientists have become the bearers of the torch of dis-
covery in our quest for knowledge. The purpose of this book is to give the answers that are suggested by re-

= cent discoveries and theoretical advances. They lead us to a new picture of the universe and our place in it
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=that is very different from the traditional one, and different even from the picture we might have painted just
a decade or two ago) the Grand Design 13.

(Because there is a law like gravity, the universe can and will create itself from nothing). The Grand Design 227. )
The science of good and evil.  (Y)

Why is good good?  (Y)
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Can we ve good without God? V)

Moral Minds.  (Y)
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The science of good and evil. ()
Why is good good?  (Y)
Can we ve good without God? (Y

Moral Minds. (&)
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(Science has no methods for deciding what is ethical. That is a matter for individuals and for society). A (\)
Devil’s Chaplain 34

(Not all absolutism is derived from religion. Nevertheless, it is pretty hard to defend absolutist morals on ~ (Y)
grounds other than religious ones). The God Delusion 232.

(What’s to prevent us from saying Hitler wasn’t right? I mean, that is a genuinely difficult question). )

?http://byfaithonline.com/Richard-dawkins-the-oatheist-evangelist
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(I couldn’t, ultimately, argue intellectually against somebody who did something I found obnoxious. I think o)
1 could finally only say, "Well, in this society you can’t get away with it" and call the police. I realise this is

very weak, and I've said I don’t feel equipped to produce moral arguments in the way I feel equipped to
produce arguments of a cosmological and biological kind. But I still think it’s a separate issue from beliefs

in cosmic truths).

the simple Answer-with Nick Pollard.

Justin Brierley: "Ultimately, your belief that rape is wrong is as arbitrary as the fact that we've evolved five  (Y)
fingers rather than six.
Richard Dawkins: "You could say that, yeah." (From an interview with Justin Brierley of *Unbelievable).

e Jean Ly a1 A J ol sl dergs iy b Lelle Lk as ()

(Well, one way to understand it is that, by accident, we have evolved a brain which is powerful enough to ~ (¢)
be able to look into the future and evaluate distant consequences. So, I can see that to spend my whole life
satisfying selfish whims might make me less happy in the long run than if I spend it doing something else

like helping other people).

(If you catch me giving money to Oxfam and you say, "Why are you doing that?" and I can’t answer you,

it doesn’t seem to me that I have in any way betrayed my belief in a godless cosmos). the simple Answer-

with Nick Pollard
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"Why is incest wrong?" -
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The universe we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no ()
purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.
River Out of Eden 131-132.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v = w-cwNglamRk )
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v = Fof DChISILU ")
http://www.eltwhed.com/vb/showthread.php? )
CGdsete) Al ) Assls BVl dsld) C’:LA@
(Do not indoctrinate your children. Teach them how to think for themselves, how to evaluate evidence, and (&)

how to disagree with you) the God delusion 264.
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(It’s one thing to say people should be free to believe whatever they like, but should they be free to impose (V)
their beliefs on their children? Is there something to be said for society stepping in? What about bringing up
children to believe manifest falsehoods?) The Church of the Non-Believers, by Gary Wolf.

(Once, in the question time after a lecture in Dublin, I was asked what I thought about the widely publi-  (Y)
cized cases of sexual abuse by Catholic priests in Ireland. I replied that, horrible as sexual abuse no doubt
was, the damage was arguably less than the long-term psychological damage inflicted by bringing the child
up Catholic in the first place. It was an off-the-cuff remark made in the heat of the moment, and I was sur-
prised that it earned a round of enthusiastic applause from that Irish audience (composed, admittedly, of
Dublin intellectuals and presumably not representative of the country at large). But I was reminded of the
incident later when I received a letter from an American woman in her forties who had been brought up
Roman Catholic. At the age of seven, she told me, two nt things had happened to her. She was sexually
abused by her parish priest in his car. And, around the same time, a little schoolfriend of hers, who had tra-
gically died, went to hell because she was a Protestant. Or so my corres ndent had been led to believe by
the then official doctrine of her parents’ church. Her view as a mature adult was that, of these two examples
of Roman Catholic child abuse, the one physical and the other mental, the second was by far the worst. She
wrote:

Being fondled by the priest simply left the impression (from the mind of a 7 year old) as yucky’ while the
3ISTHEGODDEL USIO N memory of my friend going to hell was one of cold, immeasurable fear.
I never lost sleep because of the priest-but I spent many a night being terrified that the people I loved would
go to Hell. It gave me nightmares). the God delusion 317.
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(My choices matter-and there are paths towards making wiser ones-but I cannot choose what I choose. And QD)
if it ever appears that I do-for instance, after going back between two options-I do not choose to choose
what I choose. There is a regress here that always ends in darkness) Free will 39,

(free will is an illusion). Free will 5. ()
bl iU e Waless 5T o
Lol rgl (O

(The enormity of this complexity leads us to feel as if we are acting freely as uncaused causers, even though (o)
we are actually causally determined. Since no set of causes we select as the determiners of human action can

be complete, the feeling of freedom arises of the ignorance of cause. To that extent we may act as if we are

free). The Science of Good and Evil 137.
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(DNA neither cares nor knows. DNA just is. And we dance to its music). River Out of Eden 133. V)
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(Indeed, like many notions in today’s science, it appears to violate common sense. But common sense is Q)
based upon everyday experience, not upon the universe as it is revealed through the marvels of technologies
such as those that allow us to gaze deep into the atom or back to the early universe). The Grand Design 15.

(Quantum physics might seem to undermine the idea that nature is governed by laws, but that is not the (Y)
case). The Grand Design 93.
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(But then with me the horrid doubt always arises whether the convictions of man’s mind, which has been
developed from the mind of the lower animals, are of any value or at all trustworthy). Darwin Correspon-
dence Project.
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(Philosophy is a field that, unfortunately, reminds me of that old Woody Allen joke, "those that can’t do, (&)
teach, and those that can’t teach, teach gym). Has Physics Made Philosophy and Religion Obsolete?
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(Even if we allow the dubious luxury of arbitrarily conjuring up a terminator to an infinite regress and giv- QD)
ing it a name, simply because we need one, there is absolutely no reason to endow that terminator with any

of the properties normally ascribed to God: omnipotence, omniscience, goodness, creativity of design, to say
nothing of such human attributes as listening to prayers, forgiving sins and reading inner most thoughts).

The God Delusion 77.
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(Despite the fact that this book is mainly philosophy, Dawkins is not a philosopher (he’s a biologist). Even  (Y)
taking this into account, however, much of the philosophy he purveys is at best jejune. You might say that

some of his forays into philosophy are at best sophomoric, but that would be unfair to sophomores; the fact

is (grade inflation aside), many of his arguments would receive a failing grade in a sophomore philosophy

class. This, combined with the arrogant, smarter-than-thou tone of the book, can be annoying). The Daw-

kins Confusion.

(The book is a very uneven collection of scriptural ridicule, amateur philosophy, historical and contempor-  (Y)
ary horror stories, anthropological speculations, and cosmological scientific argument. Dawkins wants both
to dissuade believers and to embolden atheists). The Fear of Religion

(Dawkins is brazen in his ignorance of philosophy and theology (not to mention the history of science). (€3]

= (Their treatment of the religious viewpoint is pathetic to the point of non-being. Richard Dawkins in  (©)
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=The God Delusion would fail any introductory philosophy or religion course. Proudly he criticizes that
where of he knows nothing. As I have said elsewhere, for the first time in my life, I felt sorry for the ontolo-
gical argument). Why I Think the New Atheists are a Bloody Disaster.

(One reason for the lack of extended argument in The God Delusion is clear: Dawkins doesn’t secem very ()
good at it. Indeed he suffers from several problems when attempting to reason philosophically. The most ob-

vious is that he has a preordained set of conclusions at which he’s determined to arrive. Consequently, Daw-

kins uses any argument, however feeble, that seems to get him there and the merit of various arguments
appears judged largely by where they lead). A Mission to Convert.
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(A miracle is something that happens, but which is exceedingly surprising. If a marble statue of the Virgin (1)
Mary suddenly waved its hand at us we should treat it as a miracle, because all our experience and knowl-
edge tells us that marble doesn’t behave like that). The Blind Watchmaker 159.

(In the case of the marble statue, molecules in solid marble are continuously jostling against one another in ~ (Y)
random directions. The jostlings of the different molecules cancel one another out, so the whole hand of the
statue stays still. But if, by sheer coincidence, all the molecules just happened to move in the same direction
at the same moment, the hand would move. If they then all reversed direction at the same moment the hand
would move back. In this way it is possible for a marble statue to wave at us).
(It could happen. The odds against such a coincidence are unimaginably great but they are not incalculably
= great. A physicist colleague has kindly calculated them for me. The number is so large that the entire age
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=of the universe so far is too short a time to write out all the noughts! It is theoretically possible for a cow
to jump over the moon with something like the same improbability. The conclusion to this part of the argu-
ment is that we can calculate our way into regions of miraculous improbability far greater than we can ima-
gine as plausible).

The Blind Watchmaker 159.
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Susan Blackmore said recently in The Skeptic: ’I think the idea we exist is an illusion... The idea that there Q)
is a self in there that decides things, acts and is responsible... is a whopping great illusion. The self we con-
struct is just an illusion because actually there’s only brains and chemicals and this "self" doesn’t exist-it
never did and there’s nobody to die’.

Would you agree with that kind of reductionist explanation of who your wife is, who you are?

- Yes. I mean, Susan is sticking her neck out for one particular view of what a self is, and it’s one that I am
inclined to think is probably right; but I don’t think we are yet in a position to substantiate that.

What makes it seem plausible to me is various things. One is that brains have come into the world by a gra-
dual process of evolution and we have a continuum from ourselves through all the other animals to animals
that have very simple brains, to animals that have no brains at all, to plants.

Certainly, the prediction that we don’t survive death seems to me to be overwhelmingly probable. That
would be a good operational test-not that we can actually test it, but in principle: if a self is something other
than brain stuff, then it should survive when the brain rots-and Id place a very heavy bet (which I realise I
could never actually win) that when my brain rots my self will not in any sense exist.

* Do you believe that the idea that I exist is an illusion?

(Well, I'm certainly happy that we are a product of brains and that when our brains die, we disappear. To
call us an illusion is possibly a good way to express it. But I wouldn’t wish to commit myself to saying that
our sense of self is an illusion. It depends what you mean. I certainly feel that there’s a me). the simple An-
swer-with Nick Pollard.
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